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I have always loved looking at old things 
that most people, especially kids, would 
think are useless. The old things that 
I’m talking about are called “antiques.” 
Antiques are collectible items that were 
made a long time ago, usually at least 50 
years. I like them because they’re full of 
mystery. You never know where they’ve 
come from, who owned them or how their 

journey has brought them to you. 

Where I Hunt My Treasure
I like going to old towns and homes to find antiques. I always 
pick up little treasures along the way. I look for things that 
have been forgotten or thrown away. One time, I found an 
old typewriter by the road and ended up selling it for $50 to a 
collector!

From Trash to Cash
Over the summer, I was flipping through the channels on the 
television when I came across “Antiques Roadshow.” People 
on the show were walking in with old things, some of which 
looked like trash—like the stuff I had. Appraisers were telling 
these people their items were worth big bucks! That’s when 
the idea hit me. “Antiques Roadshow” made me realize that 
I could start taking the treasures I found from the past and 
begin selling them to help build my future. The only question 
was how to do it. 

How?
My mom and I came up with the idea of starting my own 
website. To advertise, I ask permission to leave my business 
cards in local stores. I also pass them out to everyone I know 
so that they can tell people. People who visit my website can 
make an offer to buy some of my treasures or send me a 
special request to look for a particular antique. My very first 

Courtesy: googolplex.org

customer was looking for an old wood-
framed shaving mirror to put on her 
dresser. It took me a couple months, but 
I finally found one at a little thrift store. I 
bought it for $3, and sold it to her for $21! 
I framed that first dollar for good luck! 

Come On By! 
I’m making green stuff from old stuff by taking three steps: 
1. I search for old things that look interesting to me, or that 

people ask me to find.
2. I look up the history of each item and determine its value.
3. I sell it to customers to make a profit.
That’s how I’m building my future from the past.

Do You Have Old Stuff to Sell?
Do you have old toys, furniture or clothes you don’t 
use anymore? Remember that other people’s junk is 
someone else’s treasure! Ask your 
parents to help you set up a garage 
or yard sale and see how much 
you can make from items you no 
longer use. It may be worth more 
than you think! 

his entrepreneurial 11-year-old turns some people’s junk into 
treasures—and also into a profitable business!

http://googolplex.cuna.org/33586/5spot/article.php?doc_id=3788&p=1
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HALLOWEENCrafts
Materials:
Sheet of black construction paper, five full length Q-tips, six 
Q-tips cut in half and white glue.

1. Make a skeleton head.

2. Glue and place Q-tips in the following order: 
a) One whole swab vertically from the neck down (forms spine).  
b) Five half swabs on either side of the spine make the ribs. 
Two more whole swabs then make the legs, with the other half 
swabs for the feet.  
d) Add the other two whole swabs for the arms.

Having the skeletons engaged in movement make it fun! Cut off 
cotton tips at various lengths and get creative! 

Materials:
Round, white balloons, cheesecloth cut to lengths of about a yard and 
glow sticks. This sample used green, 4-inch glow sticks, found in party 
supply stores or online.
1. Activate a glow stick and insert it into a balloon.
2. Position the knot at the top of the balloon, and use a permanent 

black marker to draw the eyes and a mouth. 
3. Drape the cheesecloth over the balloon, cut a small hole and push 

the knot through the fabric. 
4. Secure with string and hang in the breeze. Source: Readers Digest
YOU COULD ALSO... tie small glow sticks to string attached to helium 
balloons and let them sail over your house for spooky lights in the sky. 
Make sure to tie off the strings to something solid so they don‘t get away!

Courtesy: kidactivities.net

Decorations don’t 
have to cost a lot 

of money!

http://www.kidactivities.net/category/Holidays-Halloween-Everything.aspx
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Courtesy: Mann School Art Appreciation

THANKSGIVINGCrafts
Materials:
Honeydew melon, cheese cubes, grapes, toothpicks, 
skewers, red and yellow peppers, small pear.
1. To stabilize the turkey body, slice a piece of melon from 

the bottom.  
2. Alternate cheese cubes and grapes onto long tooth picks. 

Put the (feathers) fruit and cheese skewers near the back 
of the melon. 

3. At the sides, insert red and yellow pepper strips. 
4. Insert a small pear in the front of the melon for the head. 
5. Complete the decorations using red and yellow pepper 

pieces and additional cheese!

Materials:
Colored paper (fall colors), scissors, children’s glue.
1. Gather colored paper (red, orange, brown, green, yellow). 
2. Trace your hands onto several sheets of different colors and 

then cut out the outlines. 
3. Cut out brown tree trunk branches in proportion to the 

amount of leaves. 
4. Glue the hand shapes to the tree trunk to form the leaves of 

the tree. 
5. Think of things to be thankful for and label the leaves.
You can even ask your family to help you think of things to be 
thankful for and make this a family tree!

Courtesy: kidactivities.net

http://www.kidactivities.net/category/Holidays-Thanksgiving-Everything-.aspx
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CHRISTMAS 

Materials: Pencil, graph paper, colored pencils and your imagination.
Choose the words you want to use for your word search.
The holidays can be a special time for sharing with others or giving gifts to those you love. Thoughtful, homemade 
gifts are a perfect way to budget your money during the gift-giving season and to remind family and friends how 
much you care. Then put the money you save in your savings account for something special! Below are some gift 
ideas. Using the highlighted words, you can create your very own word search in STEP 2!
Potential gifts could be:
• Use beads, small stones and string to make handmade jewelry.
• Bake cookies, bread or a special family recipe.
• Get crafty and make homemade cards.
• Save your memories with a photo album.
• Pick out a favorite photo and decorate a picture frame.
• Use sequins, glitter and paint to create a holiday ornament.
• Write a poem.
• Paint a flowerpot for mom or grandma.
• Make a picture collage for friends or family.
• Put holiday songs on a mixed CD.
• Find a recipe to make a homemade candle.
• Paint a coffee mug for dad.
• Tie-dye a scarf, T-shirt, socks or pillowcase.

Create the word search.
Next, take some graph paper. Find the longest words in 
your list (ornament, flowerpot, pillowcase) and use them 
first so you can make sure they fit. Make some words go 
up and down, side to side and diagonally. Remember to 
overlap some of the letters to make the search a little more 
tricky. Once you have written in all the words in your list, 
fill the rest of the empty squares with any letter you want. 
Make sure not to form any complete word because that 
might confuse some people. Good luck!

& WINTER HOLIDAYPuzzle
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Courtesy: cuna.org

http://resourcecenter.cuna.org/images_shared/Searching_for_the_Perfect_Gift_2025_1.jpg
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HALLOWEEN

Homemade
MAKE YOUR

Have you ever looked at the price tag 
on Halloween costumes you can buy in 
the store? Halloween is supposed to be 
scary, but those high costs can really 
give you a fright! Making your own 
Halloween costume is not only cheaper 
than buying in store-it’s also more fun.

What do you want to be?
If you already know what you want your costume to be, start 
looking around your house for clothing items that could work 
for your costume. For example, if you want to be Peter Pan, 
look for anything green and maybe even some green felt or 
construction paper for your hat! 

If you don’t know what you want to dress up as—it’s easy to 
find inspiration by looking at clothes around your house or by 
looking on websites such as Pinterest. Think of your favorite 
people or things—from TV shows, movies, animals, types of 
food—and the materials you would need to dress up as those 
people or things.

Everyone likes spaghetti!
Need even more inspiration? Ask 
your parents to help you make 
your own spaghetti and meatball 
costume! Here are the steps to a cheap 
and fun DIY tutorial from Parenting.com:

1. Find a red-checkered tablecloth and cut a hole in the 
center for your head.

2. Cut up a skein of off-white 
or yellow yarn into 
noodle-length pieces. 
Use a hot-glue gun 
to attach the spaghetti-
like yarn to a sturdy paper 
plate.

3. Paint eight to 10 Styrfoam balls with brown acrylic paint 
and let them dry.

4. Glue five of the meatballs on top of your spaghetti plate. 
Make your pasta sauce by mixing brown and red 
acrylic paint and dripping it over your spaghetti and 
meatballs.

5. Once it’s dry, glue the plate to the front of your 
tablecloth poncho.

6. Attach the rest of the meatballs to the 
tablecloth-wherever you think it looks best.

You can make the costume your own by 
adding on accessories. Carry around a 
fork with you all night-or ask your parents if 
they have an old pot you can use as a hat! All it 
takes is a little bit of time and a spooky imagination to 
make this year’s Halloween costume the best one yet.

Courtesy: googolplex.org

http://googolplex.cuna.org/33586/5spot/article.php?doc_id=3788&p=1
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Courtesy: Thinkstock

This Puzzle Will Drive You Batty!
Connect the dots in order, and you’ll see why. 

http://www.thinkstockphotos.com
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Guess who’s coming to town!
Santa likes a white Christmas, but he also likes all the colors of the 

holiday season. Color the picture below to make Santa jolly! 

Courtesy: Thinkstock

http://www.thinkstockphotos.com

