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Do you ever wonder how people came up with the dollar? It 
turns out that the dollar has an interesting, and long, history.

Actually, the paper dollar we use and see every day 
started not as a dollar bill, but as a metal coin.

It all started about 1,200 
years ago in China.

After making copper 
coins for nearly 150 
years, the Chinese 
people began to run 
out of the reddish 
metal. When that 
happened, the Chinese 
did something that changed 
the way the whole world saw money. They 
created the first paper bills.

If it wasn’t for their clever thinking, 
today’s dollar could be very different.

From the Mountains
The next key moment in dollar history 
happened almost 500 years ago in the town of 
Joachimstal. Joachimstal is in the Ore Mountains 
of Bohemia, at the foot of Mount Klinovec.

The townspeople made coins out of silver from a nearby 
mine. They named these coins joachimstaler after their 
town. Since joachimstaler is hard to say, they called the 
coins thaler for short.

Years later, the Dutch and Germans softened the word and 
changed it from thaler to daler. The English picked up the 
word as well. They changed it to its modern spelling, dollar.

Introducing the Dollar
The U.S. adopted the dollar, worth 100 cents, in 1785. It was 
the first nation to adopt an official currency.

At first dollars weren’t paper. They were coins made of silver 
and gold. When silver and gold supplies decreased, the U.S. 
started making paper money. The first paper dollar bills 
were made in 1861. The original bills, called “Greenbacks,” 
helped finance the Civil War.

History of theDOLLAR
The transition wasn’t easy. These new paper bills posed 
some problems. During the switch from coins to paper, 
people could trade the new paper money for gold and 
silver. That’s where the term “good as gold” comes from.

The problem with this plan was that the U.S. didn’t have 
enough gold and silver on hand to make equal trades. 

This meant that the paper money was 
constantly changing in value. 
There was no way to know how 
much a paper dollar was worth at 
any given time.

On Monday, for example, your coins 
might be worth $65 in paper, but on 
Friday they might be only worth $22. 
With no formal system, and no one 
to monitor it, people could make up 
their own rules...and they did!

To help fix this problem, Congress passed the National 
Bank Act of 1863, which created standards.

The Dollar As We Know It
The last time the one-dollar bill changed was in 1963, 

but that doesn’t mean today’s design is forever. If we’ve 
learned anything from dollar history, it’s that money 

changes a lot. It’s bound to change again—maybe even in 
your lifetime.

While the one-dollar bill hasn’t changed in a while, all the 
others have changed in the past few years. Check out all 
the new designs.

Who knows the future of money? Some people are 
replacing cash with their credit and debit cards and are 
carrying less cash around with them. We might replace all 
paper and metal dollars with digital dollars some day!

Courtesy: Googolplex 5-Spot

Notice anything different about 
this dollar bill and the one above?

Check This 
Out, Matey!
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• Visit the Chamber of 
     Commerce.
• Apply for a federal tax ID 
  number (EIN) or the 
     business licensing your state 
     requires.
• Learn your vendor 
     responsibilities.
• Name your table.

Once you know how to get started, make your goods.

Work On Your Goods
I sell homemade soap, jewelry, play dough, gak (homemade 
silly putty), scarves, magnets and hair clips. My family and 

Check This Out, Matey!
To find a Farmer’s Market near you, have you and your parents 
click on the picture below!

Courtesy: Googolplex 5-Spot

Continued next page...

The Market: 
First Steps to Business
It’s the first Saturday in May. 
The sun is shining, and it’s not 
too hot. I couldn’t have asked 
for a better day for the first 
farmer’s market of the year.
I set up my booth and wait for 
customers to arrive.  For me, working at the farmer’s market 
is a fun way to earn cash, meet new people and learn about 
running a business. This way, when I grow up and start my 
own business, I’ll already know what to do.  If you are thinking 
about being an entrepreneur when you grow up, then you 
should get involved with your local farmer’s market!

It Starts With an Idea
My family likes going to the market. We walk downtown on 
Saturday mornings and visit the different vendors, or sellers.
People sell flowers, jewelry, soap, bread, beads, crafts, berries, 
honey, cheese curds and so much more.  Some mornings, 
they have cooking demonstrations, and you can buy hot 
pancakes with toppings and sausages. Sometimes there’s even 
a band playing live music! It’s a fun way to spend a Saturday 
morning.

I first got involved with the farmer’s market because I wanted 
to make some money. Eventually I thought to myself, “Hey, 
I can do this too.” It’s a great way to earn money and to 
experience being a vendor. I’m artsy, so I sell homemade 
crafts and jewelry.

First Step: Learn
To get started, first learn everything you can about running 
your own business. Here are some tips about how I first 
started out:

http://search.ams.usda.gov/farmersmarkets/
http://search.ams.usda.gov/farmersmarkets/
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friends help me make my goods, or merchandise, all 
summer.  You always need to make sure you have enough 
merchandise to go around. I recommend that you set 
aside a few hours every week to make your goods for the 
market. You also need to decide how much you’ll charge 
for the products. Once you’ve decided, make and use tags 
or little signs to label them. I use sticker labels. It is also 
nice to have a demonstration table or a sample of what 
you are selling. If you use black table cloths on your table, 
your goods will show up better. More people will see your 
goods, which can lead to increased sales. You can make a 
banner for your booth too. Before the first time you sell, 
practice arranging your products on your table.

Continued from previous page...
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Reap the Benefits
Just wait until you hear someone say, “Did you make this 
yourself?” That’s the reward on top of your income!  It’s 
fun seeing people you already know and getting to know 
new people in the booths next to you. The farmers market 
is a great way to make new friends. Something that helps 
to deal with customers is to politely explain what you are 
selling—but only if they ask. What I enjoy the most is 
when older people stop and talk to us. It’s fun because I 
can tell which of them have grandchildren and which of 
them don’t. It’s fun to know that you have hard-earned 
money in your pocket that you can use to buy something 
that you have wanted for a while. Or, that you can afford 
to buy more supplies—or just save your money at the 
credit union.

Who Knows?
Sometimes it’s fun to walk around and enjoy the sights 
and smells of the market and buy something there with 
your money.

You can use the skills you learn in the farmer’s market for 
spending your money wisely, counting and giving back 
change and dealing with customers. Who knows, you 
might run a business when you’re an adult too!

Can you find the hidden words? They may be horizontal, vertical, diagonal, 
forwards or backwards.

AFGHANI 
AURAR 
BAHT 
BANI 
CENT 

CENTAI 
CENTIMES 

DINAR
DIRHAM 
DOLLAR 

DRAM 
EURO 

FORINT 
FRANC 

Money Names From Around the World

HALERU 
JIAO

KORUNA 
KRONA 

KRONER 
KRONUR 

LIRA 
MANAT 

PAISE 
PARA
PESO 

POUND 
QUINDARKA 

RAND 

RINGGIT 
RIYAL 
RUBLE 
RUPEE

RUPIAH 
SANTIMI 
SHEKEL 

SHILLING 
STOTINKI 

TAKA 
TUGRIK

WON 
YEN 

YUAN

Courtesy: Googolplex 5-Spot

Courtesy: PuzzleChoice.com
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Courtesy: Crayola.com

© 2013 Crayola LLC. Find everything imaginable at Crayola.comTo color the flag of the United States of America, color the 
shape numbered 1 RED and 2 BLUE. Leave the rest of the 
flag white.
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Greetings
fromHOME!

Wish you 
 were here!

Everybody needs a vacation now and then—time away from 
school and work to relax, play and have fun.  Like everything 
else, vacations can be expensive.  Do you know you can 
have a really fun vacation without going anywhere? It’s 
called a “staycation.”  A staycation can be just as fun as going 
somewhere, and it can also save a lot of money.

What is a Staycation?
Just as the name sounds, taking a “staycation” means you 
stay at home while having the vacation of your dreams. You 
can easily and inexpensively re-create just about any type of 
vacation.  To get started, decide what you and your family like 
to do best:

• Do you like camping?
• How about the beach?
• Are you the kind who prefers being pampered in a fancy 

hotel and eating fine food?
• Maybe your family loves to go to sporting 

events, movies or amusement parks.
With just a little imagination, you can re-create 
any of these ideas and more at or close to home 
at a fraction of the cost.  Two of my favorite 
ideas are “camping” and “a trip around the 
world.” Let’s start with camping.

Camp at Home
There are plenty of ways to camp at 
home, such as backyard camping, indoor 
camping or camping at a local campsite.  For both backyard 
and campsite camping, you might want:

• Tent and sleeping gear
• Mess kit
• Flashlights
• Food, water and something to cook on
• Fishing gear
• Bug spray
• Family games
If you want to camp indoors, you could grab some sheets 
and blankets and put them on top of chairs. Then you could 
spread a sheet on the floor and sleep in sleeping bags.  Card 

games are a fun way to 
pass the time and most 
houses probably have 
a deck of cards lying 
around.

Whether indoors or out, when it 
gets dark, use a flashlight under your chin 
and take turns telling scary stories.  Of course, the best part of 
indoor camping is you can always set up your “tent” in front 
of the TV and have a movie night while watching from your 
sleeping bags. Indoor camping isn’t the only type of staycation 
you can take...

Take a Trip Around the World
For trips around the world, first decide what country you’d like 
to go to. If you’re not sure, or to make it even more interesting, 
play “pin the tail on the country.”  Research the popular foods 
and activities from the country or countries you pin, and then 

do a family dinner or game based on the 
random selection.  If you like this 
idea, you can repeat it and even 
create a “passport” and stamp it for 
each destination.

Oh, the Money!
Think about how much money you 
could save with staycations! If you 
were to camp at home, you could 
save from $100 to $1,000 depending 
on how much equipment you would 

need to buy or rent, as well as gas to get there, park fees and so 
forth.  For a trip to another country, a family of four often ends 
up spending up to $4,000 or more to travel, including airfare. 
On a staycation, you could save that $4,000!  Staycations save 
a lot of money, stress and time. They are a great alternative to 
traditional vacation if you have a tight budget. 

Planning’s Part of the Fun
Planning a staycation takes some time and research, but not nearly 
as much as a traditional vacation.  Make the planning a family 
activity. It’s a lot of fun without worry about how much money 
you will need to spend. The money you save by trying staycations 
allows you to have more money for other things, maybe even to 
really go on a trip around the world someday!

Courtesy: Googolplex 5-Spot
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Games! Games! Games!

Phil Falls Flat!
Poor Phil! He’d been saving coins in his piggy bank for weeks and was on his way to the credit union to make a 
deposit. A wee bit anxious, the lad ran a little too fast, and you can guess what happened next. Phil needs your 
help. He’s in a daze, and sixteen coins from his now-broken piggy bank lay all around him. Can you find each of 
his 16 coins? Better still, can you add up their value and tell Phil how much he planned to deposit in his credit 
union account?

Did you find all 16 coins? Enter the total dollar amount Phil’s coins add up to here: $__________

Don’t peek...but the answer is on the next page!

phil falls flat!
Poor Phil! He'd been saving coins in his piggy bank for weeks, and was on his way to the credit 
union to make a deposit. A wee bit anxious, the lad ran a little too fast, and you can guess what 

happened next.

Phil needs your help. He's in a daze, and sixteen coins from his now-broken piggy bank lay all 
around him. Can you find each of his sixteen coins? Better still, can you add up their value and 

tell Phil how much he planned to deposit in his credit union account?

Have you found all 16 coins?
Enter the total dollar amount here:

$

THE ANSWERS

Beach Municipal Federal Credit Union

Page 1 of 1phil falls flat - 5 spot

10/18/2013http://googolplex.cuna.org/33586/5spot/games/phlat/phil1.html?doc_id=2113&title=Phil...

Courtesy: Googolplex 5-Spot
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Quarters Everywhere!

Phil Falls Flat Answer Key:

Puzzle Mint! Piece the 50 State Quarters Together!

State Quarter Memory Game

A great online game to learn more about the state 
quarters!  Click here or on the picture to 

go to the game!  Good luck 
and have fun!

Do you like to play memory games? Why not learn 
about your state quarters at the same time!  Click 
here and start playing!

Courtesy: USmint.gov

Courtesy: USmint.gov

http://www.usmint.gov/kids/games/puzzleMint/
http://www.usmint.gov/kids/games/puzzleMint/
http://www.usmint.gov/kids/games/coinMemoryGame/?utm_source=Lessons+that+Make+Cents&utm_medium=email&utm_content=Coin+Memory+Game&utm_campaign=February+issue
http://www.usmint.gov/kids/games/coinMemoryGame/?utm_source=Lessons+that+Make+Cents&utm_medium=email&utm_content=Coin+Memory+Game&utm_campaign=February+issue
http://www.usmint.gov/kids/games/coinMemoryGame/?utm_source=Lessons+that+Make+Cents&utm_medium=email&utm_content=Coin+Memory+Game&utm_campaign=February+issue

