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Do your mom and dad ever say to you, “You should really 
save your money for college and stop blowing it on video 
games?” My mom and dad say this to me all the time. 
In fact, I remember when I was five and I started getting 
an allowance. My parents told me to budget my allowance 
and save some for my future.  I said, “I’m only five, why save 
now?” Now, at the age of eleven, I understand why.
It helps if first you understand a few words. 

Budgeting
The first word is budget which my parents helped me 
understand. Together, we listed everything I spent money 
on. This includes video games, coloring books, football 
cards, candy and other treats. I wanted to save money 
every month. But I was spending every penny. Sometimes, 
my parents even had to lend me more money.  My mom 
showed me how to decide what spending was necessary. 
This included stuff for school such as notebooks, calculators 
and pencils. 

Saving
The second term I learned about was saving. My parents 
helped me understand by showing me how to save for small 
things first. It’s hard to save for expensive items when you’re 
that small, so I saved for items like video games. Every time 
I had money to save, I would think to myself that I was 
saving it for my reward, which was the video game. As I 
got older, I started saving for college and realized the video 
games weren’t as important. I learned the meaning of the 
word invest.

Earning Money
Where do you get money to save in the first place?
I live in a rural area and there aren’t many kids around. I am 
able to help out my neighbors and make money by doing 
such jobs as:
• I shovel snow in the winter;
• In the other seasons, I mow lawns and rake yards;
• Year round I babysit.

It's Never Too Early to Save
By working for money, I appreciate things more. I like 
helping my neighbors and family with odd jobs. I know that 
it will pay off in the future.

The Real Payoff
You might not think that learning about money is interesting.
But one day you see a piece of paper with an amount of 
money that belongs to you, and not your parents.

It’s exciting to work, earn, and save!

About the Contributor
11-year old Shawn understands a lot more about saving and 
earning.  For more ideas on how to save, invest and earn 
money, visit Googolplex at: www.tinyurl.com/mwhy8cq

Check 
This Out!
This savings caculator 
will help you figure 
out how long it 
will take you to 
save to reach your 
goal. Click on the 
calculator and 
have your parents 
help you enter the 
information.  You’ll 
be amazed at how 
great it works!

Courtesy: Googolplex 5-Spot

www.tinyurl.com/mwhy8cq
http://tinyurl.com/mruuw9x
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They’re Every Age
A few years ago, Amanda made a goal to save $1,000 by 
the time she turned ten.  Amanda hit that target—and has 
kept right on going.  She did it by:

• Setting her goal
• Creating a plan to achieve it
• Sticking to it
That means—you guessed it—Amanda is on her way to 
becoming a millionaire!

It’s not as hard as it seems. With a 
plan and some discipline, you too 
can begin the journey to becoming 
a millionaire. The first step is to...

Think Like a Millionaire
Think like Amanda. She decided to

• Always put extra money into her 
savings account, right away

• Never touch her savings, not for candy, 
not for clothes, not even for a new bike

That’s an example of a millionaire mind!

Lindsey shares Amanda’s millionaire mind. To keep her 
eyes on the prize, Lindsey offers her best tip for saving 
money: “I usually make a cool piggy bank with some 
motivational stuff on it.” You can cut pictures out of 
magazines. Add stickers and hopeful sayings to help you 
remember your big goals.

How to 
Become a

Millionaire
Laugh Your Way to the Credit Union
It’s easy to think you can spot the richest people. They live 
in big houses, have the most toys, and they’re always happy, 
right?  Looks can fool you. Many people make poor choices. 
For example, they might buy an expensive electronic toy 
but not have the money for a movie with friends.

For Gregg from North Dakota, saving money is more than 
becoming a millionaire. It’s about being 
free. “Freedom motivates me to save 
my money,” he says. “I like to be able to 

save up for the big items.” Gregg likes to 
do things without having to ask his 

parents for money.

Start Now
Amanda, Lindsey and Gregg know 

that being a millionaire isn’t an 
impossible dream. Nor is it something 

that only happens to other people.

Being a millionaire is this simple: Start today. Set 
a goal. Start saving money often and regularly. And keep 
your eye on that million-dollar prize!

Check This Out, Matey!
Find out more on how to reach your goals and think like a 
millionaire at the CUNA.ORG 5-Spot website!

Courtesy: Googolplex 5-Spot

http://googolplex.cuna.org/33586/5spot/
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Games! Games! Games!

Money Metropolis

Home Kids Choice| Teacher Wordsearch|

WINTER WONDERLAND
Can you find the words hidden in the box? They
may be horizontal or vertical.

BLIZZARD, BOOTS, COLD, FLURRY, FREEZE, FROSTY,
HAT, HOLIDAY, ICE, ICY, IGLOO, MITTENS, SKATE,
SLED, SLUSH, SNOW, SNOWBALL, SNOWFLAKE,
WET, WHITE, WINTER.

Word list contributed by a teacher from Wood Creek
Elementary School, Farmington Hills, Michigan, USA.

Page 1 of 1Tch Winter

9/17/2013http://www.puzzlechoice.com/pc/Tch_Winterx.html

long
john's 
jumble!

Captain's
Crazy Coin Challenge

Winter Wonderland

This great interactive online game will show you where you 
can earn and spend money. Click on the picture and get 
ready to have fun (while learning a thing or two!)

Do you ever find loose coins in the sofa, on the sidewalk 
or in the car? Here’s a great way to take those coins and 
use them to save up in a creative way. Every week, any 
coins you find, put them in a jar and start your collection.

1. Start with a nickel on the first week (5 cents).
2. The following week, try to find a nickel and a penny 

(6 cents).
3. On the third week, find a nickel and two pennies (7 

cents) and on the fourth week, find a nickel and three 
pennies (8 cents).

4. By the end of the month, you have saved 26 cents, or 
a little more than a quarter...in loose change!

Feeling adventurous? If you find a dime, add nickles 
instead of pennies and by the end of the month you will 
have saved almost 50 cents! Now go out there and rescue 
all that spare change, and see what happens over the 
course of a year!

BLIZZARD
BOOTS
COLD

FLURRY 
FREEZE 
FROSTY

HAT 

HOLIDAY 
ICE 
ICY 

IGLOO 
MITTENS 

SKATE

SLED 
SLUSH 
SNOW 

SNOWBALL 
SNOWFLAKE

WET 
WHITE 

WINTER

http://www.moneysmartweek.org/msw_metropolis
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Games! Games! Games!

Heads vs. Tails

State Quarter Challenge

You and the computer take turns 
drawing lines to connect dots. Each time 
you draw the fourth side of a square, a 
“tails-up” quarter appears inside. Each 
time the computer does, a “heads-up” 
quarter appears. 

Each completed square gives a player a 
free turn. You win if more tails show at 
the end. Click here to play!

Did you know that there are quarters representing every state, territory and even national parks?  Ask your 
parents to help you begin a collection of your very own.  Every time you get a quarter, look at it and see if it is 
one of the state quarters.  Collecting is fun and easy!

State Quarters

Courtesy: Googolplex 5-Spot

You and the computer take turns drawing lines to connect dots.  Each time you draw the 
fourth side of a square, a “tails-up” quarter appears inside.  Each time the computer does, a 

“heads-up” quarter appears.

Each completed square gives a player a free turn.  You win if more tails show at te end.

http://googolplex.cuna.org/33586/5spot/games/vheadsvtails/start.htm?doc_id=1624&title=Heads%20vs.%20Tails:%20Dot%20to%20Dot
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Winter Day Mini Book

Page 1 of 1

9/17/2013http://www.crayola.com/free-coloring-pages/print/winter-day-mini-book-coloring-page/~/...

Decorate with Crayola® Crayons or Markers. Cut out the book. Fold along the dotted 
lines. Staple the left side. Cut the top to separate the pages. Add your own pictures and 
story on blank pages.

Courtesy: Crayola.com


