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Shop Smart
At the store, 10-year-old Hannah from Atlanta saw the 
DVD of “Maleficent” on sale for $10.99. Hannah really 
liked the movie and was surprised it was out on DVD 
already. She had saved enough money to buy it, so she did. 
At school, she learned that some of her friends also bought 
the DVD. Most paid less than she had. In some cases, $5 
less! This made her wonder about her purchase. How did 
her friends pay so much less?

How Did This Happen?
Avoid paying more than you need to by learning how to 
shop smarter. One way to do this is by comparison shopping.
When you comparison shop, you check the quality and 
prices of products before you buy. It is a skill you can learn. 
It’s fun and will save you money.

Where Do I Start?
Start by asking, “Does more than one store sell the item I 
want?” Usually, one company produces items such as CDs, 
DVDs and books, and it sells them at many locations. The 
item is the same no matter where you get it. Today, Walmart 
sells “The Long Haul” for $7.75 while Target won’t let you 
have it unless you pay $10.46.

Comparison shopping involves looking for the best price.
If more than one manufacturing company makes what you 
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Become a Smart Shopper 
the Next Time You Go 

to the Store

• How did I pay more?
• Where do I start?
• Coupons
• Shop around

want, look at more than just price. Let’s say you want a 
book light for reading in bed.

Many companies make book lights, so compare products 
to make sure you get the best price. Check things such as 
the light’s size, color, brightness, quality and whether it 
plugs in or takes batteries.

Comparison shopping in these cases involves checking the 
differences between both the item’s features and price.

The Next Step
There are several good rules to follow to help you 
comparison shop. Do as many of these as you can before 
you buy:
• Visit stores. That way, you can see and touch items. 

Compare the selection, styles and prices of different 
items. Malls with many stores are good for this.

• Look for coupons. Coupons may seem ancient, but 
they aren’t. With your parent’s permission, check out 
Couponcabin.com. You may be able to find a deal for 
what you’ve got your eye on. Sometimes the coupons 
are as simple as free shipping—that’s money in your 
pocket!

https://www.couponcabin.com/
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• Ask family and friends. People you know may have 
bought the same or similar items you want. Their 
experiences can help you with your shopping.

• Visit the library. Libraries have shopping guides for big, 
expensive items such as computers, stereos and cars. 
One of the most popular and respected is the monthly 
magazine Consumer Reports. Its staff tests the quality of 
many products and tells you the results.

• Check out websites. With your parent’s OK, visit the 
websites of the manufacturers of the items you want or 
visit comparison shopping sites such as Pricegrabber or 
Dealtime.

• Try to negotiate. When you find the product that you 
want but it has a scratch or ding, if this isn’t a deal 
breaker for you, talk to the sales staff. Be articulate and 
polite, and request a price reduction because of the 
defect. You may be able to save a significant chunk of 
money.

Once you’ve done some or all of these steps, go ahead and buy. 
You’ll feel good knowing that your choice was a smart one. What do sea monsters eat?

Random Joke:
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Can you spot 12 differences between these pictures?
Answers!

HA!

HA!

HA!
Courtesy: Googolplex 5-Spot

Courtesy: Buzzquotes.com

Courtesy: Fun-stuff-to-do.com

Courtesy: ComParrot/Bonnie J. Malcolm

1. Tuft of grass by backpack is missing. 
2. Rock behind skateboard is missing. 
3. Label on skateboard is colored in. 
4. Bush on right is colored in.  
5. Patch on backpack has moved.  
6. Light on bus has moved.  
7. Exhaust from bus has moved.
8. Rear window on bus is taller.
9. Pattern on skateboard is wider.
10. Folder under girl’s arm is wider.
11. Lunch bag is wider.
12. Bus sign is taller.

Fish ‘n’ Ships!

http://www.pricegrabber.com/
http://www.dealtime.com/
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You’re sitting in math class and your teacher has written 
the following on the board:

You have two minutes to figure out how to turn this into 
a math problem. When time is half up, you look around 
and all your friends seem to be done, but you’re not even 
close. Frustrated, you give up and start drawing squiggles 
on your paper. So, looks like you haven’t learned about 
percentages yet! That’s fine. It just means that you will 
be learning about them soon. When you finally do—and 
you will—you’ll feel proud of your accomplishment.

Keep at it
Doing your homework every night is like practicing 
anything else you want to learn. You get better at it every 
day. It seems like a small part of your life—but homework 
is a big deal. It helps you understand what you’re learning 
in class. Doing your homework also helps you build good 
habits. And, when you do well, it encourages you to keep 
improving. Doing well in school gives you future power. 
It allows you to go to a good college, earn a degree and get 
a good job. Once you have a career, you’ll have the ability 
to spend your time doing things you like to do. Here are 
some tips to help you with your homework...

How to study at home
If a subject is hard for you, before you even get your first 
homework assignment, ask your teacher for help. Then, 
get the assignment right. When your teacher gives you 
the homework, listen to the directions. Ask questions if 
you don’t understand something. Then, at home:

• Start your homework early.
• Set a homework schedule.
• Study in the same place every day.
• Limit distractions.
• If you are really stuck, ask for help.

Tools for School Success!
If you get frustrated, set a timer and take a five-minute 
break. You’ll feel refreshed, and it will be easier to 
look at the problem in a new way. Reward yourself. 
If you do really well on a really hard assignment, give 
yourself a treat.

Time to play
Doing your best when you do homework helps build 
your confidence. You will be prepared to tackle larger, 
more difficult projects. And you’ll give your grades a 
boost. You’ll also impress your parents and teachers, 
which really makes school more enjoyable. Don’t 
worry, you’ll still have time to play with your friends, 
watch TV and play sports. You’ll learn how to balance 
your time. So try it. Do well in school and begin your 
journey on the path to fun and success!

Why can’t you play practical jokes on snakes?
(Another) Random Joke:

school supplies word search

R W N D M T A F G Y N A R E J 
X O C O N V E L C L H C E J V 
R E T R T O I N G L R R P F K 
J E U C B E M O L D O A A N S 
K D L D A J B H C R T Y P R R 
U T P U S R P O E N A O Z R I 
E Q Y X R E T N O T L N P M K 
C X R K N B E O Z K U S H Q Q 
V E O C B P Q I R I C X I W K 
W O I Z R J K Q W P L M G S T 
B L S A D I G G N Q A P E N H 
N T H E B A C K P A C K O M T 
N S R E S A R E M X F K K V R 
R Y N C Y N O S G N B W Y F I 
N W C S M A U O L Z S R U B G

Word Problem:

Calculate the price of a $25 shirt

that’s on sale for 25% off.

Tools for School Success!

BACKPACK
BOOK

CALCULATOR
CRAYONS

ERASER
NOTEBOOK

PAPER
PEN

PENCIL
PROTRACTOR

RULER
SHARPENER

Courtesy: Fun-stuff-to-do.com

Courtesy: Googolplex 5-Spot

You can’t pull their legs!

Courtesy: puzzlemaker.discoveryeducation.com
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Crafts & Games

You're a Poet
(And didn't even know it!)Twinkie Pencils!

This treat can be a great project to try with your 
parents in honor of going back to school! What’s 
better than Twinkies, marshmallows and chocolate 
chips? Click on the photo below to see a step-by-step 
guide on how to make these awesome treats!

Do you like rhyming? Telling short stories? Counting 
syllables? Then you just may be a poet, and don’t even 
know it. Click on the picture below and choose a style 
of poetry, and then finish the poems we’ve started! 
Good luck!

How do you know when a clock is hungry?
(Yet Another) Random Joke:

Which One is NOT a School Supply?

Courtesy: Fun-stuff-to-do.comCourtesy: club.chicacircle.com

When it goes back four seconds!

Courtesy: Googolplex 5-Spot

http://googolplex.cuna.org/33586/5spot/games/poet/start.htm?doc_id=4382&title=You%27re%20a%20Poet,%20Don%27tcha%20Know%20It?
http://club.chicacircle.com/back-school-pencil-twinkies-fun-food-craft-idea/
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Color Your 
School Supplies!

Courtesy: Crayola.com
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