
  Whether you do it for one family or many, once in a 
while or all the time, babysitting is a BUSINESS. If 
you enjoy it and want to succeed at it, it helps to get 
good at the business end of things. Here are some ideas 
that will help:  

 

How will you charge?  

 By the hour: Most people who babysit charge an 
hourly fee, as in: $8.00 an hour. At this rate, four hours 
of babysitting earns you $32.00. 

 By the job: You might want to charge a flat fee, 
like $20.00 a night, or a price “scale,” like $20.00 for 
up to four hours, and $7.50 an hour after that. 

 Per child: More kids means more work and more 
responsibility, so some babysitters will charge per child 
as well as per hour, as in: $8.00 an hour, and an extra 
$1.00 an hour for each additional child. 

 

How much should you charge? 
There is no one rate that all babysitters should charge. 
Your area probably has a “going rate” for babysitting, 
which depends on a number of things, including:  

 The income level of your neighborhood (how 
wealthy people are) 

 How in-demand your services are (whether there 
are a lot of good babysitters around or just a few) 

You can find out your neighborhood’s going rate by 
asking around or checking out other babysitters’ ads. 
Depending on where you live, it could be $5.00 an hour 
or $15.00 an hour, or anywhere in between. It’s not a 
good idea to charge a lot more or a lot less than what 
everyone else is getting…you’ll be most successful if you 
ask for about the same.  
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Tips For Doing a Great Job 

Tidy Up                                     
You should leave their house as clean as 

it was when you showed up. 

Give the Parents a Report                       
When the adults get home, let them 

know how things went. 

Don’t Be a Complainer                      
When talking to the parents, stay            

positive.  

Be Honest                                              
If something got broken during the time 

you were babysitting, ‘fess up. (Even if it 

wasn’t your fault) The adults who hired 

you will be impressed with your                

willingness to tell the truth 

Ask for More Business                   
If the parents know you’re                   

enthusiastic for more work, they’ll     

probably give it to you. 

-pbskids.org 

  Of course, if you think you’re extra-qualified and              
super-experienced, or if parents just seem to prefer you 
over other babysitters, you can ask for more than what 
others get. But don’t ask for so much that parents don’t 
want to hire you. It may also be a good idea to prove 
you’re capable and trustworthy before you ask for a little 
raise.  

 
How you get paid 
  Make sure you let the parents know how you would 
like to be paid. Most people prefer cash, due at the end 
of the babysitting session. But you might also want to 
accept personal checks or run a tab that your client can 
pay off at the end of the month.  

 
Advertising and promotion 
  If you want to be successful as a babysitter, you have to 
let people know about your business! Here are some 
good ways to promote your services:  

 Word of mouth. Let friends and neighbors know 
that you’re available to babysit and ask them to 
pass on this news. 

 Flyers and posters. Make up sheets advertising 
yourself as a babysitter, and make sure to list your 
name, age, phone number and any qualifications 
you have. It’s also a good idea to include your 
basic hourly or daily rate of pay. 

 Classified ads. Buy an ad in the babysitting or 
“services” section of your local paper or 
“pennysaver” publication. 

 Recommendations. This might be the best way to 
get more work once you start babysitting. Just do a 
great job, and ask the families you work for to 
recommend you to the other parents they know! 

-pbskids.org 

 

Babysitting: The Business 

  Long John                  
    Saver Kids Club 
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A Day in My Life as a Credit Union Marketer 

      It’s a New Year and a lot of people are making 
New Year’s Resolutions. A resolution is a promise 
you make to yourself. Why not use 2010 to make 
your Green Resolution? 

  Now, more than ever, people around the world 
are doing their parts to make the earth a greener 
and healthier place to live.  

  Try one of these resolutions for 2010! 

 Ask mom for green school supplies. Your 
green school supplies also give you the 
chance to share your thoughts on the environ-
ment with other students and teachers  

 

 

 

                                                                                      

 Walk, carpool, or take the bus to school 
When you share a ride with others, it means 
fewer people have to use gas, and when you 
walk or bike there is no fuel burned at 
all...except maybe your breakfast!  
 

 Turn off the water while brushing your teeth. 
It saves water AND time because you end up 
focusing on getting clean and getting out of 
there! 
 

 Turn off lights and appliances/electronics 
when not in use. When you're not using 
lights or appliances/electronics (TV,               
computer, video games, etc.) TURN THEM 
OFF! Let mom and dad unplug them from 
the outlets as they see fit for safety. 
 

  If your parents recycle, sort it for them.  
Going green is a lifestyle, so get in on the 
day-to-day activities by doing your part. 
 

 Reduce waste by curbing use of disposables. 
It's easy to use throwaway cups, plates,              
wrappers and utensils, but it only creates 
more waste for landfills. When you have to 
use them, use less. When you don't have to 
use them, DON'T. 
 

 Ease up on the video games. Playing video 
games on both computers and systems use a 
LOT of energy!  You can save on energy by 
simply doing homework or going outside to 
play instead of posting up in front of the TV 
or computer screen.   

-squidoo.com 

   

Most of the time, advertisers will show you what we think you would want to 
participate in or what service you may need. (This is just like the  commer-
cials you see in the morning before school with cartoons and toys). 

  Our credit union has many different ways people can borrow and save 
money so you can imagine they are interested in hearing about those services. 

Say What!? 
  The part of my job that is the most fun is figuring out how to say it all. 
This is when all the creative fun kicks in! 

  Writing stories, making posters, and decorating the credit union branches 
are all different ways to promote a product or service. 

Where Do We Promote? 
  Look around. Ads are everywhere! It’s up to me where to post ads for the 
credit union. This is another very important, creative step.  

  You can see our ads on: 

 Coffee mugs 

 Lunch boxes 

 In the newspaper 

 Even lip balm! 

Look for my ads! 
  I have a lot of responsibility and a lot of fun at the credit union. Marketing 
lets you, as a member, know what’s going on. 

  Think of me next time you see an ad for Beach Municipal! 

-Whitney Mathers 

  Have you ever had really exciting news and you couldn’t wait to tell             
everyone you knew about it!? 

  My job is like that every day! My name is Whitney and I’m a Marketing 
Assistant at your credit union. I get to tell the members about all of the           
exciting things going on at Beach Municipal.  

How do I do it? 
  I find lots of ways to let the members know what is happening. The most 
popular way is through advertising.  

  Every time you watch TV, listen to the radio, or find your favorite site on 
the Internet, you’ve seen an advertisement of some sort. Commercials,  flyers, 
flashing signs; these are all different types of ads! Ads grab people’s attention 
and let them know about a product or service they might like: 

 

NEW! Electronic Dog Walker: Let us do the work so you can watch TV! 
Or 

Become a Millionaire: Turn your bubblegum into gold. 
   

It’s my job to find a way to grab your attention with a product or event that 
interests you! 

You Talkin’ To ME? 
  Different people have different needs at different times. A big part of               
marketing is finding out exactly WHAT you need and WHEN you need it. I 
want to make sure that you are interested in what I’m telling you about. 
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Make a Pom Pom Valentine’s Critter 

What You’ll Need: 
2 large pink pom poms  

2 small wiggle eyes  

1 large pink foam heart  

2 medium pink foam hearts  

1 medium red foam heart  

1 small pink foam heart  

2 medium pink foam circles  

1 miniature purple pom pom  

White craft glue or hot glue gun  

 

How to make it: 

1. Place large pink foam heart on table and glue one of the large pink pom poms to it, allowing the     
 rounded tops of the heart to stick out as the feet. 

2. Glue the second large pink pom pom to the top of the first one. 

3. Glue 2 medium pink hearts on as ears. 

4. Glue pink circles to the sides of the lower pom pom as paws. 

5. Glue the red heart to the tummy. 

6. Glue the miniature purple pom pom to the center of the humps on the small pink heart. 

7. Glue the small pink heart to the face. 

8. Glue wiggle eyes above the small pink heart. 

9. If you like, write a Valentine message on a slip of paper and glue it to the bottom of the large heart 
 (feet). 

—kaboose.com 

Valentine’s Day and cute & cuddly go together like peanut butter and jelly!                    

Make one of these fun critters for your special Valentine or your best friend. 
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ACROSS 

2. Let's you know what's going on at the credit union 
4. A promise you make to yourself 
5. It's a lifestyle 
6. It's a business 

DOWN 

1. Different people have them at different times 
3. Help your parents sort through it 

Crossword Puzzler When it’s too cold to play outside… 

Bake cookies 

Jump Rope– a little exercise will warm you up! 

Make a Home Movie– get your creativity in 

gear 

Make Hot Chocolate 

Roast Marshmallows– make melty, gooey 

s’mores 

Tell Ghost Stories 

Create a Storybook About Summer Fun– 

pool parties and popsicles will get your mind 

off the snow 

Play a Geography Trivia Game– who can 

name the most state capitals in the U.S!? 

-weather.com 

 


