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more than a circus! MAGIC PEN TRICK! WILD ENCOUNTERS!





The circus grounds are quiet once 
again. The shining moon makes 
shadows on the yellow and blue 
striped tents. Another busy day comes 
to an end for the members of the 
Cirque du Soleil (French for Circus 
of the Sun). In the changing room, 
15-year-old performers Letitia Forbes 
and Meng Yi Wang, change out of 
their costumes and wipe the make-up 
off their faces.

On the Move
The Cirque du Soleil is a circus that 
travels from city to city around the 
world.
The team that Meng Yi and Letitia 
travel with includes 54 performers, six 
chefs, and two teachers.
Cirque roles are as hard as sports 
competition. So they also travel with 
two physical therapists, whose job it is 
to keep the performers in shape and 
help them recover after injuries.
Everyone plays a part in making sure 
the circus runs smoothly. Meng Yi and 
Letitia have roles that any teenager 
could envy.

Meng Yi’s dream life
Being in a traveling circus is what 
performer Meng Yi has dreamed of 
since her childhood in Beijing, China.
Meng Yi started performing at age 
eight for the Beijing Acrobatic Troupe.
She became part of the Cirque du 
Soleil after she was selected in an 
audition her parents signed her up for.
“My parents really liked the circus,” 
she says. “And I fell in love with the 
stage too!”

Meng Yi and her
chinese yo-yo
Meng Yi is part of a four-person 
team that performs in one of the 
Cirque’s twelve shows called Quidam 
(pronounced key- dam).

Quidam means 
“somebody” in Latin. In the 
show a teenager named 
Zoe rebels against her 
parents and goes on a 
journey of discovery into 
a world full of colors and 
acrobats.
Meng Yi performs the 
Diabolo for Quidam.
Diabolo is a Chinese yo-
yo game. For each show 
Meng Yi holds two sticks 
connected by a long string. 
She uses this to juggle, 
toss and catch a wooden 
spool.

Classes and meals 
on the move
Meng Yi goes to school on 
the road. Classes begin 
at 10:30 am, and end by 
4:30 pm. She and the other 

“My dream is to teach 
others what I know.” 

—Meng Yi

Opening scene from Quidam.

Courtesy: Googolplex 5-Spot 

performers get days off 
too. Meng Yi performs 
every other day and also 
has every Monday off.
She uses her days off to 
shop in the city and try 
all the good food. Ming 
Yi’s favorite food is the 
famous fried Hong Kong 
fish ball.
Meals are served in 
trucks. The six circus 
chefs make sure that 
the girls never go 
hungry. They prepare all 
kinds of food—salmon, 
dumplings, pasta with 
brussel sprouts, and 
pumpkin pie.
The chefs work six 
days per week and 
serve about 450 meals 
per day!
 

The Big Tent 
is 61 feet tall!

Send in the clowns!



                         We’ll show our youngest members how to get wild
                        about savings with our special Long John Saver
                 coloring contest. Kids ages 12 and under are invited to
              color the special coloring page for a chance to win four
            passes to the Virginia Zoo in Norfolk. 

Return your finished artwork by May 6th. 
One winner will be drawn at random and 
notified by May 13th. Visit our website or 
stop by any branch for complete details 
and to get your coloring page. 

VISIT BEACH MUNICIPAL FCU DURING THE 
MONTH OF APRIL AND HELP US CELEBRATE 
NATIONAL CREDIT UNION YOUTH MONTH!
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Before you can do pen tricks, you first have to know how to 
spin a pen. Some websites break it down in complex terms, but 
we can explain in terms a bit simpler than that. First, hold your pen 
with your index finger, middle finger, and thumb. Second, pull your 
middle finger back (like a trigger), moving the pen with it. Third, 
roll your wrist in order to make your thumb move with the grain of 
the pen. Fourth, move your other fingers so they aren’t in the way 
of the pen as it revolves. Finally, make sure to catch the pen so it 
doesn’t go flying out of your hand. Does this seem complicated? 
Maybe it is, so go ahead and practice it a lot in order to really get 
the feel for it. After that, go ahead and try this trick!

THE 23-CHARGE
The 23-Charge is usually one beginners start out with. First, place 
the pen between your ring and middle fingers and hold the end of 
it with your thumb. Then, push your middle finger backwards and 
your ring finger forward simultaneously. After that, lift your thumb 
and let the pen do a 360 degree spin.

MAGICAL
MAY
Pen Spinning Trick

Courtesy: KidActivities.net



Wild Encounter 
at the Brookfield Zoo



“Chirp, chirp.” That is the first thing that 
I hear when I enter the backstage of 
Brookfield Zoo. “Chirp, chirp.” 
I peer into a gigantic container and 
see hundreds of crickets all chirping! 
What a noise.
My mom and I get to see various 
animals in their cages and 
reconstructed habitats. We see 
animals from green baby walking 
sticks to gigantic crocodiles. We see 
shrews, snakes, otters, a mud puppy, 
grasshoppers, bats, owls, and various 
species of birds.
We’re having a Wild Encounter.
What’s a Wild Encounter?
You just love animals and would like to 
meet some up close. A Wild Encounter 
lets you do just that.
Many zoos and societies have 
programs called Wild Encounters that 
give you different kinds of personal 
visits with animals in their exhibits.
Examples of animals that you can see 
up close are:
• Dolphins 
• Penguins 
• Pachyderms 
• Great apes of Africa
You might be able to see Asian 
animals, marsupials, and more. Wild 
Encounters can be for individuals or 
groups...
What a great birthday party idea!
They usually include classroom time 
with a zoo educator before actually 
getting to meet zoo animals in a new 
and exciting interactive way.
A wild encounter can range from a half 
hour to 90 minutes or more. The costs 
range from $65 to $400, depending 
on the zoo, the type of program, your 
age, and if you’re a member of the zoo 
or not.
For some of the Wild Encounters you 
have to be older than 12. If you are 
younger, you have to be with an adult.

When I went I had to have an adult, so 
I paid for my mom. It cost $300.That’s 
exactly how much I received for my 
birthday, and this was how I decided to 
spend it!

Give Me a Wild Encounter
Mom and I get to watch the crocodiles 
eat biscuits. Our visit is in March, so 
they have just come out of their winter 
metabolism. This slow metabolism is 
close to hibernation, but is not a true 
hibernation. They are awake, they just 
don’t move.
Because it’s spring, we aren’t able to 
feed rats or anything big to the animals 
right away. Their keepers have to give 
them a biscuit once a week, and then 
two biscuits, until they can eat a rat 
every day.
We get to hold the grasshoppers and 
touch the owls and mud puppies. We 
aren’t able to touch all the animals. 
Some animals—including bats—can 
transmit rabies.
Otters, snakes and crocodiles can 
be dangerous, so we can only watch 
them sleep, swim, glide, eat, or 
whatever they may be doing that day.
If I were older and could go alone, 
it would only have cost $150, but it 
wouldn’t have been as much fun! The 
next time—and there will be a next 
time—I’ll invite my mom again, or a 
friend....

What I Gave up for 
My Wild Encounter
I got a lot of money for my birthday. It 
was enough to buy one of my favorite 
dreams, but it wasn’t enough for two.
I wanted an iPod and I wanted a 
Wild Encounter. Whichever dream I 
chose meant giving up the other. An 
economist would call this a classic 
example of “opportunity cost.” I call it 
a pain.
Here’s how I decided:

I Want an iPod
Is it really worth it? Yes and no.
Yes, because an iPod holds music and 
videos. You can carry it with you and 
listen to it anytime. Besides, all your 
friends have one and you want one 
too.
No, because its life span is no more 
than three years. If it gets lost or 
stolen, where are your memories? 
You have to pay to get the tunes and 
each costs about $1. TVs, radios, and 
other things are at least one-fourth 
that price, and they can do the same 
things.

I Want a Wild Encounter
Is it really worth it? Yes and yes.
Yes, because you get to see animals 
you have probably never seen before. 
With deforestation, other human 
activities, flood, drought, fires, and 
global warming, animals can become 
scarce or even extinct. If you are an 
animal lover, you will want to see 
them.
Yes, because Wild Encounter 
memories last a long time, even if 
you can’t take any photos. You’ll have 
an experience that no one can take 
away—like they could take away your 
iPod.
What would you choose?

Lucia, age 10

june journal

Courtesy: Googolplex 5-Spot 



Zebra
Monkey
Giraffe
Elephant

Tiger
Camel
Llama
Horse

Bird
Bear

Sea Lion
Penguin

zooper-duper
word search

SOLUTION BELOW. DON’T BE A CHEETAH!


